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I. Foreword 
 
This Management Plan covers the former Trunzo Trust & Buckskill Realty property located at 
138 & 148 Buckskill Road, 58 & 66 Towhee Trail (Suffolk County Tax Map # 300-184-3-6 & 
9.1, 193-3-4.1 & 5) in the East Hampton School District of the Town of East Hampton, New 
York. 
 
The recommended name is Buckskill Meadow Trunzo Preserve. This represents the prior owner 
who lived there.  Having “Buckskill” in the name would be helpful for others to more easily find 
the preserve, and “Buckskill” was part of the legal name of the property purchased by the Town. 
However, there is already a very large group of preserves called Buckskill at the western end of 
Buckskill Rd. so, the recommended name for this preserve is Buckskill Meadow Trunzo 
Preserve. 
 
 
II. History 

 
The acquisition of the 25.6-acre property was authorized by resolution #2016-1487 on December 
15, 2016 for the purposes of establishing parks, nature preserves or recreation areas.  The 
property was purchased for $8,469,000 using the Community Preservation Fund.  Additionally, 
$131,000 was paid out of a capital project line to retain a barn onsite for recreational 
opportunities and for the storage of equipment associated with said recreation. 
 
Prior to acquisition, all the existing structures (with the exception of the barn) were demolished 
and removed.  A manmade pond was also filled to grade.  A gravel driveway to the former house 
site and dirt driveway to the barn remain. 

 
 

III. Location & Description of Property 
 

The Buckskill Meadow Trunzo Preserve is situated in the Special Groundwater Protection Area 
and the Pine Barrens Region.  The property is bounded on the south by Buckskill Road, and all 
other sides by private property.  Railroad tracks separate the southern 20 acre main parcel and 
the two northern parcels, which consist of about five acres.  While most of the property is 
wooded with oak and pine, there are cleared meadow areas on the southern parcels.  The barn is 
situated in one of the meadow areas on parcel SCTM#300-193-3-5. 
 
IV. Access & Parking 

 
The property shall be open to the public 365 days a year, from sunrise to sunset. Primary access 
to the property will be via the driveway from Buckskill Road on the south side of the property. 
The entrance has a wooden post which holds the address of “148” and which should remain. A 
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sign of approximately 3’ x 3’ on posts should be added. The sign will give the name of the 
preserve and say that the preserve is open for recreation.  
 
The cul-de-sac at the end of Horseshoe Drive also bounds the preserve on the east side.  This 
access may be used once a trail is installed.   
 
The Town reserves the right to create two public parking areas within the preserve both of which 
are at the end of currently existing one-car wide roads. The first parking area would be at the end 
of the western section of the road. This area already had been developed as a parking area for 
about 4 cars. It is the highest point of the preserve and has an attractive view to the north and 
east. The town must add one handicap parking space which will require new surface. A small 
amount of extension of the entire space may be needed but it can be done without harm to the 
areas vegetation.  
 
If the barn or the area in front of it is developed for public use then a parking area must be 
created near it. The barn is attractive, so it is best if the car parking ends to the southwest of the 
barn. It is important to retain the attractive view of the barn from the other parking area and from 
the central meadow.  The size of the parking area shall be commensurate with any intended uses, 
and may be designed by the Town’s planning department.   
 
 
V. Management Goals & Issues 
 
The primary purpose for acquisition is recreation.  Initial recreation can be on the existing 
meadow for playing with a ball or frisbee. Recreation will be possible on the multi-use trail 
that will be added. Because the C.P.F. purchase was for recreation, structures related to 
recreation can be added to the property. The barn can also be used for recreation. Please 
find below some recommendations for use which should not be considered limitations of 
future recreational opportunities post adoption of this plan:  
 
 
Multi-Use Trail 
 
The design of the circumference of the proposed trail has been made (see the “Aerial with 
Proposed Improvements in Appendix D). Parking at the upper spaces connects to this large trail 
of very close to .5 of a mile.  
 
This trail should be wide enough and have an accessible surface for all potential users. It must 
satisfy handicap accessible law by having a firm and stable surface. The trail should be about 5 
feet in width (this width will be partially dependent on the machinery that is installing the trail, 
and there may be minimum) which will allow runners or fast walkers to pass others without 
having to leave the trail.  
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Trail surfacing can be either crushed stone or asphalt.  Both will be satisfactory for handicap 
access. Asphalt installation will cost more money, however, crushed stone will require more 
frequent maintenance. 
 
Additional trails may become necessary as use of the property increases.  Trail modification 
and/or additions will be at the discretion of the Town Board. 
 
Benches should be installed next to the main trail at several locations, to be determined with the 
Nature Preserve Committee and Department of Land Acquisition and Management.  
 
Chess  
The installation of concrete tables for chess and other board games is in keeping with the 
intended purpose of the acquisition of this property for recreation.  These tables would also 
provide a good surface for people who come to eat, or read, or just spend enjoyable time.  The 
tables should be located at the high point near the main parking area overlooking the meadow, or 
near the barn. 
 
Other Recreational Installations 
The Buckskill Meadow Trunzo Preserve main trail would be an excellent site to add multi-
muscle exercise equipment along its perimeter.  
 
The meadow should be kept mowed so that it can provide an area for recreation. This recreation 
can include classics such as passing a frisbee, baseball, football, or even kicking a soccer ball 
when the meadow surface is low enough. However, the area should not be developed to satisfy 
or allow recreation that is frequently standardized for team participation. 
 
Mowing and Trail Maintenance 
The open areas of the property should be mowed at least once annually to maintain a meadow 
habitat and to inhibit the autumn olives from spreading.  The central meadow that will be used 
more extensively in the summer should be mowed as needed. The Town’s Parks Department will 
be responsible for regular lawn maintenance. 
 
The frequency of and town department that provides trail maintenance of the main trail will 
depend on the chosen surface. The Land Management Department will care for the trails that are 
simply cleared and are surfaced with the property’s native materials. 
 
Barn Use 
The barn’s design, at over 1,600 square feet, provides an attraction to the property. It is also 
attractive inside. Since the property and the barn were purchased for recreation, the barn can be 
used for recreation activities or for the storage of recreational equipment.  

The town should maintain the possibility of developing recreation inside the barn that would be 
run by private recreational organizations or the Town Recreation Department. The photography 
in this Management Plan includes the barn and current interior. 
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Other Issues 
The parcels north of the railroad tracks are to remain in a natural setting, with no trails or 
recreational uses proposed at this time. However, this section of the preserve can provide access 
to the land next to the rail tracks.  
 
A kiosk will be erected with the rules and regulations for use of recreational space.   
 
The Town reserves the right to install benches on the property in the future. 
 
The Town reserves the right to install ‘Carry In, Carry Out’ sign/s to remind users to take any 
trash or rubbish with then when they leave the park. 
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VI. Restrictions 
 

(1) Unauthorized digging and artifact recovery 
(2) Unauthorized wood cutting or removal of vegetation 
(3) Abandonment of pets and other domesticated animals 

      (4)  Littering and Storage or Abandonment of Personal Property and Boats 
(a)   No person shall throw or deposit litter, as defined in Town Code, or store/abandon 
boats or personal property  

       (b)   A lack of eyewitness testimony shall not bar prosecution under the provisions of § 
182-16 (D) (4) (a) of the Town Code, and it shall be presumptive evidence, rebuttable by 
competent evidence, that the identity of the person accused of a violation of these provisions 
may be established if litter, stored or abandoned boats or abandoned personal property found 
deposited in violation of these provisions contains substantial evidence of that person’s 
identity.  
 
(5)  Fires or burning of any kind 
(6)   Vehicular access (except in designated areas) 
(7)   Hunting on the main parcels (SCTM#300-193-3-4.1 & 5) 
(8)   Camping 
(9)   Concessions/catering services/rentals/commercial uses not in accordance with Town 
Code Chapter 198 (Peddling) 
(10) Target shooting/clay shooting 
(11)  Placement of memorials, plaques, benches, art installations, etc. except by Town Board   
 resolution 
(12) Unauthorized commercial activities  
 
 

VII. Permitted Uses 
 

(1) Foraging (nuts, fruits, berries, leaves, shoots, mushrooms) for personal consumption 
(2) Picnicking 
(3) Geocaching/placement of geocaches 
(4) Activities permitted by the Town’s Adopt-A-Preserve program, if applicable 
(5) Trail and meadow maintenance by Town-approved organizations or businesses 
(6) Approved active exercise and recreational use  
(7) Bow hunting on northern parcels (SCTM#300-184-3-6 & 9.1) only in accordance with
 Town Code 
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Appendix A: 2018 On-Site Photos 
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Appendix B: Suffolk County Tax Map
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Appendix C: Location Map 
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Appendix D: 2017 Aerial Photograph 
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Aerial with Proposed Improvements 
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Appendix E: Survey 
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Appendix F: Acquisition Resolution 
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Appendix G: Flora/Fauna Inventory 
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