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I. Forward 
 

This management plan covers the former Helm property located at 15 Babes Lane 
(Suffolk County Tax Map # 300-59-1-3) and the former Keyes access strip on Babes 
Lane (SCTM # 300-59-1-4) in the Springs School District of the Town of East Hampton.  
The former Keyes island in Three Mile Harbor is not covered by this plan. 
 

Note: To the north of these parcels, there is an adjacent access strip of 
appromimately 0.26 acres (SCTM # 300-59-1-30).  Some records show that 
this parcel is owned by Bistrian Cement Corp.  In the event that the Town 
acquires full ownership of this property in the future, it will also be covered 
by this management plan. 

 
 
II. History 
 
The largest parcel, consisting of approximately 2.7 acres, was acquired for $750,000 
using the Community Preservation Fund in 2003, by resolution #2003-338.  The property 
was purchased from Michael Helm for the purposes of preservation of open space and 
the protection of community character.  It was formally designated as a Town Nature 
Preserve on July 15, 2004 by resolution #2004-1016. 
In 2005, the Town purchased the Keyes access strip in conjunction with the five-acre 
island to the west.  The Keyes’ properties were acquired by resolution #2004-1018 using 
the Community Preservation Fund for the purpose of preservation of open space. 
The duneland that makes up these parcels borders Squaw Cove, which is part of Three 
Mile Harbor in Springs.  According to Sylvia Mendelman’s book, Three Mile Harbor, 
squaws traditionally made wampum in this area from the abundant resource of shells.  
Over the years, there has been some traditional baymen use of the area as well. 
After many years of working towards a town-wide Adopt-a-Preserve program, a pilot 
program was put in place in 2012 and the former Helm property became the first property 
in the town to have an official adopter. That adopter was the Duck Creek Farm 
Association, whose members volunteered to remove litter, monitor the property, and 
report any potential issues to the Town Police or the Land Acquisition & Management 
Department. 
 
For more information regarding the Town’s purchase of these properties, please refer to 
the Helm Baseline Documentation and Keyes Baseline Documentation prepared by the 
Land Acquisition & Management Department. 
 
 
III. Location and Description of Property 
The properties are located on the west side of Babes Lane and have over 500 feet of 
shoreline adjacent to Squaw Cove, in Three Mile Harbor.  The soil is very sandy and may 
be partly made up of material that had been dredged from the Three Mile Harbor 
channel.  The parcels are entirely situated below the 10 foot contour line, gently sloping 



downward to the south and west (toward Three Mile Harbor).  A densely vegetated small 
freshwater wetland is located near the southeast corner of the former Helm parcel.   
 
Based on aerial photos and anecdotal reports, it seems that the property was kept 
cleared at least until the late 1960s.  From that point on, certain vegetation was allowed 
to grow in, especially eastern red cedar trees.  By the time the Town acquired the Helm 
property in 2003 about half of the property had grown up with woodland vegetation 
including cedar, oak, sassafras and sumac.  In addition, several non-native invasive 
species had taken hold including, Oriental bittersweet, Japanese and tartarian 
honeysuckle, multiflora rose, garlic mustard, mugwort and phragmites.  It is worth noting 
that much of the harbor side of the preserve consists of healthy duneland habitat, hosting 
several native plant species such as beachgrass, cordgrass, beach heather, goldenrod 
and prickly pear. 
 
The area is included in the “Three Mile Harbor” section of the New York State Scenic 
Areas of Statewide Significance.   
 
 
IV. Access & Parking 
 
The whole property is easily accessed by the dirt road Babes Lane that bounds the east 
side.  Vehicular access to the water may be taken via the Keyes access strip on the 
south side.  The northern access strip has also had general public use, including 
vehicular access. 
 
In accordance with Town Code Chapter 91 (Beaches and Parks), the property shall be 
open for recreational use 365 days a year, from sunrise to sunset, except that individuals 
engaged in waterfowl hunting or fishing may be permitted to do so at such hours as may 
be permitted under applicable state and/or county laws, rules or regulations. 
 
The Land Acquisition & Management Department may erect split rail fencing on the 
former Keyes access strip parcel as necessary to delineate parking for authorized 
vehicles (vehicles with Town parking permit). The same may take place on the Bistrian 
Cement Corp parcel should the Town take ownership of it in the future. 
 
 
V. Management Goals & Issues 
 

Note: Considering the proximity to tidal and freshwater wetlands, any of the 
following restoration goals would require formal approval from the New York 
State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC).  No work may 
begin prior to acquiring such approval. 

Areas A (northeast and southeast portions of parcel SCTM# 300-59-1-3 excluding a 50-
foot buffer from wetland boundaries as shown on Schedule A attached) may be cleared 
of woody vegetation including, but not limited to, oak trees, sassafras, sumac, vines and 
all non-native species.  Cedar trees may be removed as well but random trees should be 
left.  Native grasses, beach heather and other low plants will be left alone. 



Area B (southern and western portion of SCTM# 300-59-1-3 including 50-foot buffer from 
all wetland boundaries as shown on Schedule A attached) may be actively managed as 
well but clear cutting will not be permitted.  Individual non-native plants in this area may 
be selectively cut and removed.  Dead, dying, and topped cedar trees and other native 
plants may be cut and removed as well, in accordance with a NYSDEC permit.  Native 
grasses, beach heather and other low plants will be left alone. 
Vegetation within wetland boundaries may be managed in the same way that Area B is 
managed. 
 
If any form of restoration is permitted, it may originally be carried out by a hired 
contractor.  Such an expense will be eligible for payment using the Community 
Preservation Fund.  Thereafter, portions of the property will need to be maintained, by 
mowing on an annual or as-needed basis.  This maintenance will be carried out by the 
Land Acquisition & Management or Parks Department.  The current adopter, through the 
Town’s Adopt-a-Preserve Program, could be included in a maintenance plan as well. 
 
The property is currently posted with Town “Nature Preserve” or “Community Preserve” 
signs.  These will be maintained as necessary by the Land Acquisition & Management 
Department. 
 

• The Town reserves the right to install a bicycle rack on the property in the future. 
• The Town reserves the right to install a kayak rack on the property in the future 

and/or develop a small boat storage policy. 
 
 
VI. Restrictions 
 

• Digging and artifact recovery 
• Wood cutting or removal of vegetation (except at the direction of the Land 

Acquisition & Management Department or Natural Resources Department) 
• Abandonment of pets and other domesticated animals 
• Dumping/littering and abandonment of personal property 
• Fires (except in accordance with Chapter 141, Fire Prevention of the Town Code) 
• Vehicular use or parking on the former Helm property (SCTM# 300-59-1-3) 
• Unauthorized hunting (Town Code Chapter 91, Beaches and Parks) 
• Camping except by written authorization of the Town Board (Town Code Chapter 

91, Beaches and Parks) 
• Storage of personal property, including boats, unless the Town exercises its right 

to install a kayak rack and/or develop a small boat storage policy 
• Concessions/catering services/rentals/commercial uses 

 
 
VII. Permitted Uses 
 

• Vehicular use and parking on former Keyes access strip (SCTM# 300-59-1-4) only 
• Launching of boats from the former Keyes access strip 



• Carry-in/carry-out of kayaks and small craft 
• Traditional storage of racks/equipment by the Town Aquaculture Department on 

south end of the former Helm parcel 
• Fires in accordance with Chapter 141, Fire Prevention of the Town Code 
• Waterfowl hunting in accordance with Town Code (Chapter 91, Beaches and 

Parks) and NYSDEC regulations 
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Flora List 

American Beachgrass  Ammophila breviligulata 
Autumn Olive   Elaeagnus umbellata 
Beach Heather  Hudsonia tomentosa 
Beach Plum   Prunus maritima 
Beaksedge   undetermined 
Blackberry   Rubus sp. 
Black Cherry   Prunus serotina 
Black Locust   Robinia pseudoacacia 
Black Oak   Quercus velutina 
Canada Thistle   Cirsium arvense 
Catbrier   Smilax sp. 
Clematis   Clematis sp. 
Common Mullein  Verbascum thapsus 
Common Reed  Phragmites communis 
Eastern Redcedar  Juniperus virginiana 
Evening Primrose  Oenothera biennis 
Garlic Mustard  Alliaria petiolata 
Giant Puffball   Calvatia gigantea 
Groundsel   Baccharis halimifolia 
Hackberry   Celtis occidentalis 
High Tide Bush  Iva frutescens 
Hyssop-leaved Eupatorium Eupatorium hyssopifolium 
Japanese Honeysuckle Lonicera japonica 
Jointweed   Polygonella articulata 
Little Bluestem  Schizachyrium scoparium 
Mugwort   Artemisia vulgaris 
Mustard   undetermined  
Northern Bayberry  Myrica pensylvanica 
Oriental Bittersweet  Celastrus orbiculatus 
Pennsylvania Sedge  Carex pensylvanica 
Pennycress   undetermined 
Pinweed   Lechea sp. 
Poison Ivy   Toxicodendron radicans 
Post Oak   Quercus stellata 
Prickly Pear   Opuntia humifusa 
Purple Lovegrass  Eragrostis spectabilis 
Reindeer Lichen  Cladina sp. 
Saltmeadow Cordgrass Spartina patens 
Sassafras   Sassafras albidum 
Scarlet Oak   Quercus coccinea 
Scrub Oak   Quercus ilicifolia 
Seaside Goldenrod  Solidago sempervirens 
Sheep Sorrel   Rumex acetosella 



Smooth Sumac  Rhus glabra 
Spotted Knapweed  Centaurea stoebe 
Sweet Everlasting  Pseudognaphalium obtusifolium 
Switchgrass   Panicum virgatum 
Tall Goldenrod   Solidago Canadensis 
Tartarian Honeysuckle Lonicera tatarica 
Virginia Rose   Rosa virginiana 
White Oak   Quercus alba 
Wild Strawberry  Fragaria vesca 
Winged Sumac  Rhus copallina 
Yarrow    Achillea sp. 
 
 
Fauna List 

American Black Duck  Anas rubripes 
American Crow  Corvus brachyrhynchos 
American Kestrel  Falco sparverius 
American Robin  Turdus migatorius 
Belted Kingfisher  Megaceryle alcyon 
Big Brown Bat   Eptesicus fuscus 
Black-bellied Plover  Pluvialis squatarola 
Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax 
Black Racer   Coluber constrictor 
Black Scoter   Melanitta americana 
Black Skimmer   Rynchops niger 
Bufflehead   Bucephala albeola 
Canada Goose   Branta canadensis 
Chimney Swift   Chaetura pelagica 
Common Goldeneye  Bucephala clangula 
Common Flicker  Colaptes auratus 
Common Loon   Gavia immer 
Common Mole  Scalopus aquaticus 
Common Snapping Turtle Chelydra serpentina 
Common Tern   Sterna hirundo 
Diamondback Terrapin Malaclemys terrapin 
Eastern Box Turtle  Terrapene carolina 
Eastern Chipmunk  Tamiun striatus 
Eastern Cottontail  Sylvilagus floridanus 
Eastern Garter Snake  Thamnophis sirtalis 
Eastern Hognose Snake Heterodon platirhinos 
Eastern Kingbird  Tyrannus tyrannus 
Eastern Milk Snake  Lampropeltis triangulum 
Eastern Mole   Scalopus aquaticus 
Eastern Wood-Peewee Contopus virens 



Field Mouse   Microtus pennsylvanicus 
Fish Crow   Corvus ossifragus 
Fowler’s Toad   Bufo fowleri 
Gray Catbird   Dumetella carolinensis 
Great Black-backed Gull Larus marinus 
Great Blue Heron  Ardea herodias 
Greater Yellowlegs  Tringa melanoleuca 
Great-horned Owl  Bubo virginianus 
Grey Squirrel   Sciurius carolinensis 
Herring Gull   Larus argentatus 
Hoary Bat   Lasiurus cinereus 
House Mouse   Mus musculus 
Long-tailed Duck  Clangula hyemalis 
Long-tailed Weasel  Mustela frenata 
Mallard   Anas platyrhynchos 
Masked Shrew   Sorex cinereus 
Milk Snake   Lampropeltis sp. 
Mourning Dove  Zenaida macroura 
Northern Bobwhite  Colinus virginianus  
Northern Cardinal  Cardinalis cardinalis 
Northern Harrier  Circus cyaneus 
Northern Ring-necked Snake Diadophis punctatus edwardsii 
Northern Short-tailed Shrew Blarina brevicauda 
Opossum   Diadelphis virginiana 
Piping Plover   Charadrius melodus 
Prairie Warbler  Setophaga discolor 
Raccoon   Procyon lotor 
Red Fox   Vulpes vulpes 
Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator 
Red-tailed Hawk  Buteo jamaicensis 
Red-winged Blackbird  Agelaius phoeniceus 
Ring-billed Gull  Larus delawarensis 
Ring-necked Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus 
Ruddy Turnstone  Arenaria interpres  
Sanderling   Calidris alba 
Seaside Sparrow  Ammodramus maritimus 
Semipalmated Plover  Charadrius semipalmatus 
Semipalmated Sandpiper Calidris pusilla 
Sharp-shinned Hawk  Accipiter striatus 
Spotted Sandpiper  Actitis macularia 
Tree Swallow   Tachycineta bicolor 
Vole    Microtus spp. 
Whimbrel   Numenius phaeopus 
White-footed Mouse  Peromycus leucopus 
White-tailed Deer  Odocoileus virginianus  



White-winged Scoter  Melanitta fusca 
Willet    Tringa semipalmata 
Yellow-rumped Warbler Dendroica coronate 
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Town of East Hampton 
Long Island, NY 

 
Resolution 

RES-2013-830 
Adopted Aug 1, 2013 7:00 PM  

After Hearing: Adopt Babes Lane Preserve Management Plan  

  
              WHEREAS, a public hearing was held by the Town Board of the Town of 

East Hampton on July 18, 2013 regarding the proposed Babes Lane Preserve Management 
Plan located on Babes Lane in Springs, Suffolk County Tax Map #300-59-1-3 & 4; and  
  
              WHEREAS, the Management Plan was made available in the Town Clerk's office 
and on the Town's web site for public review and comment, and oral and written comments 
were officially recorded at this public hearing; and               
  
              WHEREAS, the Town Board has considered any and all the comments of all 
persons regarding this management plan, both as submitted in writing and as presented 
orally at the public hearing; and 

  
              WHEREAS, at their meeting on June 13, 2013, the Town's Nature Preserve 
Committee voted to recommend the Town Board's adoption of the plan; and 

  
              WHEREAS, the adoption of this management plan is a Type I action pursuant to 
the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA); and 

  
              WHEREAS, the Town has prepared and considered an Environmental Assessment 
Form which evaluates the potential environmental impacts of the proposed management 
plan; and 

              WHEREAS, the Board has determined that the adoption of the management plan 
will not have a significant negative impact upon the environment; now, therefore be it 
  
              RESOLVED, that pursuant to the provisions of the New York State Environmental 
Quality Review Act (SEQRA) and Chapter 128 (Environmental Quality Review) of the Town 
Code, a negative declaration is hereby made pursuant to the State Environmental Quality 
Review Act (SEQRA); and be it further 
  
              RESOLVED, that notice of the Town’s adoption of this Negative Declaration shall 
be posted in the Environmental Bulletin as required by the provisions of SEQRA; and be it 
further 

  
              RESOLVED,that the Babes Lane Preserve Management Plan dated the 18 th day of 
July, 2013 is hereby adopted.   
  
               
 

http://easthamptontown.iqm2.com/Citizens/Detail_Meeting.aspx?ID=1547
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