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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
The Town of East Hampton’s Endangered Species Management program aims to protect piping plovers as they nest
and raise their young to fledge. The goal of this program is to encourage successful productivity during the breeding
season while maintaining suitable public access and recreational use of our beaches. This is achieved through
identification and recording of nesting dates and locations, specialized protection of all nests and hatched young, and
continuous frequent monitoring of nest sites and broods. For the safety of this endangered bird, vehicle use in nesting
sites is prohibited once piping plovers have laid eggs that are due to hatch in the coming days and when there are
chicks present. Fencing may be reduced or extended on a case-by-case basis to achieve the balance of protecting the
young while allowing individuals to enjoy the environment. The Town is working to keep the coastal character of the
community by keeping beaches as open for use as possible, while still adequately protecting the endangered species.
The overall productivity for the 2019 Piping Plover Management season is 1.33. There was a total of 40 pairs across
11 site locations. Out of the 40 pairs, 25 of them were successful in fledging a total of 53 young. This season had a
few unique cases. Two chicks were documented swimming across the Fresh Pond inlet at Little Alberts Landing
beach. The survival of these chicks was coordinated with several environmental, enforcement, and commercial entities
on board to physically move a Fourth of July Fireworks show onto a barge outside of a determined buffer zone that
provided the chicks with safety. Another pair of plovers on Atlantic Double Dunes beach re-nested while still having
a chick. The adults would be seen nesting with their chick in close proximity. A chick on Clearwater Beach seemed
to have mostly raised itself. Several times from when the chick was two weeks old to fledged, it was seen without
parents for entire monitoring visits.
The key to a successful program and the obtainment of detailed accurate information is reliable monitors. Volunteers,
staff, and interns are crucial to our program. In 2020, we hope to continue to increase our monitoring and data
collection efforts to facilitate the best possible productivity rates for the piping plovers, as well as, the most accurate
information on each of these birds. Volunteers help to prevent the loss of chicks through site specific management
of fencing and education to those who recreationally or professionally use the site. If you, or someone you know, are
interested in helping volunteer for the 2020 endangered species management season, please contact the Natural
Resources Department at: 631-324-0496, or email: SKlein@ehamptonny.gov.
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INTRODUCTION
East Hampton Town’s Endangered Species Program is committed to help The New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation and the United States Fish and Wildlife Service to protect endangered and threatened
species. The federally threatened and New York State (NYS) endangered piping plover (Charadrius melodus) and the
NYS threatened least tern (Sterna antillarum) nest on East Hampton Town’s ocean and bay beaches. The piping plover
first received protection under the Migratory Bird Act of 1918, in response to excessive hunting of plovers and other
birds. It received further protection in 1986, under the Endangered Species Act (ESA) of 1973. The ESA prohibits
the “take” of piping plovers; this makes it illegal to kill, harm, harass, possess, or remove protected species listed
under the ESA. The alternative to the Town’s program, would be for the State to entirely close down beaches for the
breeding season. The Town is working to keep the coastal character of the community by keeping beaches as open
for use as possible, while still adequately protecting the endangered species.
To be delisted from the Endangered Species List, piping plovers would need to reach or exceed a productivity rate of
1.5 for 5 consecutive years in certain regions. Our productivity this year was 1.33. Piping plovers are primarily
endangered due to habitat loss from over development of coastal beaches. A positive indirect benefit of the program
is that the fencing used to protect plovers from vehicles, also provides protection for dune grass to grow; this stabilizes
our shoreline and reduces erosion.
East Hampton is historically home to the federally and NYS threatened seabeach amaranth (Amaranthus pumilus) on
our ocean beaches and is currently home to the NYS listed rare seabeach knotweed (Polygonum glaucum) on several
bay beaches. All of these protected species depend on open beach habitats such as barrier beaches, sand spits, surplus
dredge material areas and over-washed or sparsely vegetated upper beach and dune areas. Preserving these dynamic
habitats plays a key role in protecting nesting shorebirds and other species associated with and dependent on our
beaches.
The Town of East Hampton Natural Resources Department actively manages approximately 18 miles of ocean and
bay beaches. The Threatened and Endangered Species Management area consists of all bay and ocean beaches within
the Town of East Hampton and its villages (excluding all Federal, State and County-owned land).
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PIPING PLOVER MANAGEMENT
Piping plovers spend their fall and winter in the southern United States and along the coast of the Gulf of Mexico.
They migrate to northern United States and Canada in mid to late March. String fencing is installed at that time on
historic nesting sites, in which, pairs have demonstrated consistent site-fidelity of laying eggs in approximately the
same location each year. This fencing circles around the upper portion of the beach and dunes. The purpose of this
is to keep all pedestrians, dogs, and vehicles out of sensitive nesting habitat.
The string fencing that protects plovers, also plays an important role in natural erosion control by allowing adequate
re-growth of vegetation during the growing season. Stabilizing dune grass helps protect our beaches during the
winter months when beaches tend to be greatly diminished during storm events, and in the summer months when
there is increased use of beaches by the public.
Most piping plover territories will be established by late April or early May, when females begin to lay eggs, one
every other day, until four eggs completes their first clutch. If nests are found outside of string-fenced areas,
additional fenced areas are installed to protect individual nest sites. Our efforts are focused on facilitating the
earliest possible nesting success on each beach, so as not to prolong public access restrictions. Once chicks are
hatched, string fencing may be moved to accommodate their foraging behavior in the area they inhabit.
Piping plover nests can be located by observing breeding pair behavior and following the tracks of individual birds.
This is especially effective on sandy ocean beaches where fewer rocks allow for better visibility. Rocky bay beaches
tend to be more difficult to monitor and often require more time in observation of individual pair activity in order
to locate nests. The birds themselves, as well as their eggs, are cryptically colored to blend in with their sandy
environment.

Each nest is evaluated on a case-by-case basis. At certain locations with high predation rates, a wire “exclosure” may
be installed surrounding the nest to protect the eggs from predators, such as American and fish crows, red foxes,
raccoons, opossum, and domestic cats and dogs. In an exclosure, the adult birds can move freely to and from the
nest during the incubation period with the nest being surrounded by the wire mesh.
In the 2019 season, six nests were exclosed. The installation of exclosures around nests can be very stressful to the
birds and potentially cause nest abandonment by the adults, however once installed, exclosures provide protection
from predators and vehicles. The decision to exclose sites was based on the loss of a previous unexclosed nest.
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Exclosing the re-nest would give a better possibility of success for a pair that has already struggled with predation of
their eggs. The sites were all successful in producing young, however, the chicks had mixed success once born.

The male and female adults share incubation responsibilities for 25-28 days until the eggs hatch. If a nest is
unsuccessful early in the season, pairs will often re-nest within close proximity to their original nest site, but each
consecutive nest may contain a decrease in the number of eggs. In the 2019 season, there were 16 re-nests bringing
a total of 56 nesting attempts from 40 pairs. Nest failure can occur as a result of predation, abandonment, infertility,
tidal inundation, or the loss of chicks at a young age. This year, one nest was lost due to abandonment, one due to
tidal inundation, and 29 from predation.

Piping plover chicks are precocial, meaning they are mobile from birth. Therefore, they are not fed by their parents
and must forage on their own from the day they are hatched. However, they still require their parents for brooding
to keep them warm, especially within the first few weeks of age. Like their parents, piping plover young often travel
extensively between the dune and intertidal areas numerous times a day while foraging. Although the chicks forage,
they cannot fly until they reach roughly 35 days old; this leaves them in danger of predation from other animals or
being run over by vehicles.
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As camouflage is their main defense, young chicks often crouch in place when predators (including vehicles) approach.
Fencing off areas with chicks or nests, prevents vehicles from going through the area and unintentionally running
over these well-camouflaged beach-inhabiting birds. Just prior to an expected nest hatching, blockade fencing is
installed to restrict vehicles and dogs from within close proximity to the nest sites, where unfledged young actively
forage the beaches and intertidal zones. This restricted area is extended approximately 1,000 meters on either side of
a nest site or foraging location of a brood and extends from the dune to the mean high water mark. Beach access
points are accommodated or redirected, depending on the location and foraging habits of each brood. On-site
observations may permit the restricted area to be shorter if deemed safe for the chicks, based on their mobility and
use of the fenced off area. Our goal is to act as environmental stewards by protecting this endangered bird while also
maintaining public access to enjoy recreational use of the beaches.

Most chicks are able to fly at 25-35 days old. Once a piping plover chick is 35 days old or able to fly 15 meters, it is
considered fledged, and counted toward successful productivity for the site. After all chicks on a given site are fledged,
the snow fencing and symbolic fencing are taken down promptly. Most piping plover pairs and their fledged young
leave for their wintering grounds by late August or early September.
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The United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) has developed a recovery program including criteria that must
be met in order to remove the Atlantic Coast piping plover population from the Federal List of Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife and Plants. Delisting will occur when 2,000 mating pairs are maintained over 5 years. Of the
2,000 pairs, 575 must be located within New York and New Jersey. A five-year average productivity of 1.5 chicks
fledged per pair must also be met in order to achieve delisting, along with long term agreements established among
cooperating agencies, organizations and land owners.
OUTREACH and VOLUNTEERS
A goal for the 2019 season was to increase the number of hours spent monitoring and to increase the frequency of
which the sites are visited. During the 2019 season, the Endangered Species Management Program welcomed
approximately 100 hours from 7 volunteers who assisted in monitoring nests, pairs, and young, as well as, with fencing
installation throughout the breeding season. These volunteer hours are in addition to several employees and an intern
within the Natural Resources Department working on the program all season. Environmental stewards and volunteers
working in the field on a regular basis help to ensure that all sites are monitored adequately in order to provide accurate
counts of breeding pairs, nest sites and overall productivity recorded for the season.
The Natural Resources Department actively recruits reliable volunteers and high school/college students to assist in
monitoring, fencing, and/or reporting data for specific bay or ocean beaches for each breeding season. A seminar
was held in May in collaboration with the Clearwater Beach Property Owners Association to educate residents in the
community about the habits, behaviors, successes, and struggles of the endangered bird inhabiting their beach. Two
regular and consistent volunteers who participated in the Adopt-a-Beach program for the 2019 season learned about
the opportunity at the CBPOA seminar.
The NRD participated in East Hampton High School’s Job Shadowing Day to inform students of potential future
career opportunities locally in the environmental science field for those interested. Students spent part of their
shadowing day installing protective fencing for endangered birds at Louse Point. Other volunteers were obtained
from outreach on social media through the Town of East Hampton’s accounts managed through the Town
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Supervisor’s office. At the Town of East Hampton’s environmental awareness fair, or “ECO Fair,” the Endangered
Species Management Program had an interactive table. We included photos of piping plovers cryptically colored to
their environment, photos of other shorebird species that plovers are commonly confused with, and had an art activity
to engage youth in the community.

The Endangered Species Management Program provides a great opportunity for community members to learn about
piping plover and least tern breeding behavior while developing a better understanding of the ecology of our beaches
and current conservation efforts being implemented by the Town.
PIPING PLOVER PRODUCTIVITY
During the 2019 breeding season, a total of 40 pairs of piping plovers nested on East Hampton’s bay and ocean
beaches. Of those pairs, 30 pairs were successful in hatching young, while 25 pairs fledged a total of 53 young, resulting
in a productivity of 1.33 fledges per pair. Of a total of 56 nesting attempts, 26 of 50 unexclosed nests were lost due
to predation or unknown causes, 1 nest was lost due to tidal inundation, and 1 nest was lost due to abandonment.
All six exclosed nests were successful in hatching young. However, after hatching, three of the six exclosed nests were
lost due to predation. The 2019 Piping Plover Breeding Statistics are outlined in the chart below.
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2019 PIPING PLOVER BREEDING STATISTICS
Total No. of Pairs
Total no. of nesting attempts
No. of successful nest attempts (hatched)
% Successful nest attempts
No. of successful pairs (with fledged young)
% Successful pairs
No. of Pairs that had chicks but lost them all
Total no. of chicks hatched
No. of Chicks Fledged
% Chicks fledged
Total no. of eggs laid
No. of Exclosed nests
No. of Unexclosed nests
Total no. of nests lost to predation
No. of exclosed nests lost to predation
No. of unexclosed nests lost to predation
No. of nests lost to high tides
No. Exclosed nests that abandoned
No. Unexclosed nests that abandoned
No. of unexclosed nests that hatched
No. of exclosed nests that hatched
% of unexclosed nests that hatched
% of exclosed nests that hatched
Overall Productivity (fledges/pair)

Data
40
56
30
54%
25
63%
5
96
53
55%
161
6
50
29
3
26
1
0
1
24
6
48%
100%
1.33

The following graph shows historic piping plover data from 1995 through 2019. It includes the number of adult
pairs, fledges, and their productivity. As shown, there was a steady decrease in productivity from 2016 to 2018.
However, this year there was a significant increase in pairs, fledges, and productivity.

Historic Piping Plover Data for Town of East
Hampton up to 2019
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Productivity

Piping plover site and sub-site activity and productivity for the bay beaches and ocean beaches are outlined below.

Bay Beaches
Sammy’s Beach Peninsula is located on the west side of Three Mile Harbor inlet, across the inlet from Maidstone
Beach, and separates Three Mile Harbor to the south from Gardiners Bay to the north. Surplus dredge material from
Three Mile Harbor Inlet has historically been deposited over a large section of Sammy’s Beach which has created a
vast area of ideal nesting habitat for piping plovers, least terns and other beach nesting species such as the
diamondback terrapin (Malaclemys terrapin). The beach had dense vegetation making it difficult to accurately count the
plovers. This led us to have two sets of chicks that were found after hatching – their nest had never been located,
even with frequent monitoring. Pedestrian and dog traffic on this site is moderate during the week, but can be heavy
during weekends and holidays. String fencing is installed around the entire surplus dredge material area early in the
season when the first plovers arrive. Additional areas of stringfencing were also installed to the west where breeding
behavior was observed and two nests were found. Snowfencing was installed at the east access adjacent to the inlet
as well as the Old House Landing Road access. The purpose of this fencing is to protect the birds from vehicles and
dogs while hatched young are actively foraging the beach. On several occasions, the “No Dogs” signs had been
removed and had to be re-installed. Snow-fencing and String-fencing were removed when all young were confirmed
fledged. Sammys Beach was an active site with one of our earliest nests in East Hampton found there on April 29th
and our last set of fledges flying on August 15th.
Site Productivity:
13 Fledges/ 11 Pairs = 1.18
Maidstone Beach is a public beach located on the east side of Three Mile Harbor inlet with Gardiners Bay to the
north. The section of beach from the inlet to Flaggy Hole Road is designated in the Town Code as a non-driving
beach year round, so off-road vehicles are generally not an issue at this site. There is also a split-rail fence near the
Flaggy Hole Road entrance further preventing driving on the beach. Predation was high on Maidstone Beach this
season. We lost 3 nests due to predation, as well as, a set of 4 chicks. One of our re-nests was promptly exclosed upon
locating and produced two fledges.
Site Productivity:
2 Fledges/ 3 Pairs = 0.67
Lionhead Beach is owned by the Lionhead Beach Association and is primarily used by members of the association.
One pair of piping plovers nested at the point which was stringfenced early in the season. Pedestrians with dogs are
generally a major concern, aside from natural predators. Signs to restrict dogs within the foraging areas are installed
at all beach access points prior to the hatch date. Off-road vehicles are not permitted on the beach at any time, so
vehicle disturbance at this site is not an issue. This season, we had two chicks at Lionhead consistently until they were
roughly 17 days old. The chicks then went missing and a new nest was located feet away from the original nest; this
was believed to be a loss of chicks for that pair and then a re-nest. We assigned this site a low confidence rating
because no Town employed plover stewards saw the chicks after they had gone missing. However, a dedicated
volunteer observed the chicks before they went missing, noted when they were missing, and then observed them back
at the site as fledges.
Site Productivity:
0 Fledges/ 1 Pair = 0.00
Kings Point Beach (Clearwater Beach) is owned by the Clearwater Beach Association and is primarily used by
members of the association. The nesting area is stringfenced early in the season to prevent beachgoers from disturbing
nesting activity. We had a successful fledge from this site despite some interesting observations made about the
fledge’s parents. The chick was observed consistently by itself with no adult piping plovers in sight, starting at the age
of roughly two weeks. The chick was active, foraging, and eventually flying without adults observed. One time adult
plovers were seen with the chick when it was 16 days old, the adults then flew off the beach, leaving the chick. Another
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time in the season, an adult plover on Lionhead flew across the inlet to Clearwater, potentially providing an
explanation of the adults spending time at the other beach foraging.
Site Productivity:
1 Fledges/ 1 Pair = 1.00
Gerard Point and Park is a peninsula located on the north side of Accabonac Inlet and separates Accabonac Harbor
to the West from Gardiners Bay to the East. This site is a public beach that is heavily disturbed by off-road vehicle
access throughout the year.
Sub-site Productivity: N/A
Little Alberts Landing is bordered by Napeague Bay and Fresh Pond. This site has not been recorded as having
piping plovers on it in the last thirty years, according to DEC records. A large fireworks show is held every year off a
barge from the dock at Devon Yacht Club. The Town of East Hampton in coordination with USFWS, Marine Patrol,
and Devon Yacht Club were able to successfully host the fireworks show without disturbing the piping plovers there.
Under USFWS guidance, the Town determined a safety parameter around the plovers, and Devon Yacht Club
adjusted their firework barge to be outside of that boundary. A Town plover steward was present before, during, and
after the show to ensure safety of the piping plover family. Marine Patrol set up blockades to ensure cooperation
from the public. The chicks at Little Alberts Landing proved to be resilient and adaptable. They were seen on two
separate occasions swimming. They would go into the water coming from Fresh Pond and use the current to come
out on the opposite side.
Site Productivity: 2 Fledges / 1 Pair = 2.00
Louse Point is a peninsula located on the south side of Accabonac Inlet and separates Accabonac Harbor to the
West from Gardiners Bay to the East. This site is a public beach that is moderately disturbed by off-road vehicles
throughout the year. The site contains an expansive area of surplus dredge material from Accabonac Inlet which
provides for ideal plover habitat that is stringfenced early in the season. Hatched chicks were observed at two separate
times in the season from different pairs, however, the chicks were not observed at subsequent visits.
Site Productivity:
3 Fledges/2 Pairs = 1.50
Lazy Point is a peninsula located on the West side of Napeague Harbor, just southeast of Hicks Island. This site
contains a small area of decent nesting and foraging habitat on the north side, adjacent to Gardiners Bay. No birds
were observed at this site which is heavily used by off-road vehicles.
Site Productivity:
N/A

Ocean Beaches
Wainscott Pond includes the stretch of ocean beach from the eastern end of the Town Line Road beach access
bordering on the Town of Southampton to the Beach Lane beach access in Wainscott. This section also includes a
notable overwash area adjacent to Wainscott Pond that was breached during Hurricane Sandy in the fall of 2012. The
breach created a vast area of ideal piping plover nesting and foraging habitat adjacent to the pond, however, the
vegetation has grown in quite a bit which makes monitoring in the area very difficult. This area was inaccessible to
the public due to the presence of an artificial dune and fencing that was installed after the storm by private landowners.
One pair nested at this site, however no chicks were ever observed.
Site Productivity:
0 Fledges/ 0 Pair = 0.00
Georgica Pond and Georgica Beach extends from the Beach Lane access in Wainscott to the access and parking
lot at Georgica Beach. As in previous years, early in the season, Georgica Pond was opened to the ocean by the East
Hampton Town Trustees. This stretch of beach contains excellent nesting and foraging habitat adjacent to the pond
as well as some ideal nesting and foraging habitat east of the pond. Although the Pond is opened each year, normally
the cut naturally closes within a few days; this year, it took several months to close naturally. There were points in the
season, where the Pond’s cut to the Ocean was expanding West. We had a plover nest in that Western area which
successfully hatched chicks and eventually a fledge. The nest was extremely well camouflaged due to the black colored
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clay clumps scattered in the area. A large area on the east side of Georgica Pond where birds have historically nested
is string-fenced early in the season. Towards the end of the summer, dozens of adult and newly fledged plovers were
seen together by Georgica Pond, inferenced to have joined from adjacent sites.
Site Productivity:
9 Fledges/ 7 Pairs = 1.29
Lily Pond Beach extends from the Georgica Beach parking lot off Lily Pond Lane to the Main Beach pavilion at the
end of Ocean Avenue in the Village of East Hampton.
Site Productivity:
N/A
Main Beach is a small section of beach in the Village of East Hampton, extending from the Main Beach pavilion to
the Hook Pond access road at Highway, behind the Pond. It is noted that East Hampton Village Police Traffic Control
Officers regularly patrol the Village beaches.
Site Productivity:
6 Fledges/ 3 Pairs = 2.00
Two Mile Hollow Beach extends from the access at Old Beach Lane to the eastern boundary of the Village of East
Hampton, just east of the Two Mile Hollow Beach access in the Village of East Hampton. No pairs nested at this
site. It is noted that East Hampton Village Police Traffic Control Officers regularly patrol the Village Beaches and are
regularly updated on the status and location of piping plover broods.
Site Productivity:
5 Fledges / 2 Pair = 2.50
Atlantic Double Dunes Beach extends from the Eastern Village of East Hampton boundary, just east of Two Mile
Hollow Beach access to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Preserve located between Indian Wells Beach and Atlantic Avenue
Beach. An exclosure was put up around one nest by the USFWS, the chicks were seen hatching by USFWS, but their
fate is unknown due to not being seen after the original hatching. Snow-fencing was installed to protect the birds
from vehicles and dogs on the site during the chick rearing period.
Site Productivity:
7 Fledges/ 2 Pairs = 3.50
Napeague Beach extends from Atlantic Beach to the western boundary of Hither Hills State Park, excluding
Napeague State Park and Hither Hills State Park, both of which are managed by the NYS Park Service. This site
contains several hotels, and sections of this beach can become crowded with pedestrians and vehicles during the peak
summer season. There was a significant amount of vehicle tracks seen on both Napeague West and Napeague East.
As compared to past years, Napeague West had successful cooperation from the public. In past years, there were
issues with posts being taken down and truck tracks inside the fenced off area. One pair lost their nest twice due to
high tides. They nested extremely low on the Town boundary of Napeague West and lost their nest, then nested in
the Napeague State boundary low and lost their nest. Another pair was successful in fledging all four of its young.
Napeague East was heavily predated, despite having two exclosures erected.
Site Productivity:
5 Fledges/ 7 Pairs = 0.71
Montauk Beach extends from the eastern boundary of Hither Hills State Park to the “downtown” section of
Montauk at the Eton Road beach access. A majority of this site contains bluffs and does not provide suitable nesting
habitat due to dramatic fluctuations in beach width. The small sections of suitable habitat that do exist early in the
season are in close proximity to motels and clubs on the beach that host a high density of pedestrians during the
nesting season. No pairs were observed at this site during this breeding season.
Site Productivity:
N/A
BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES
There are many organizations working together to protect endangered coastal birds like the Piping Plover; the
Town of East Hampton, the Department of Environmental Conservation, United States Fish and Wildlife Services,
among others. Ultimately, the residents and visitors of East Hampton are the individuals who will have the greatest
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impact on piping plovers. This impact can be beneficial or harmful, partly based on if education and outreach is
sufficient enough to make residents and visitors informed beach users and, ideally, environmental stewards and
protectors. You can do your part by following some of the Best Management Practices listed below.
1) Report any observations of piping plovers and their nests to the Natural Resources Department.
Additional reporting and monitoring allows us to keep more accurate records of the birds’ activity at every nesting
site. Having additional observers helps us ensure proper protection and facilitate successful raising of chicks to
fledging age.
2) Keep your distance, and your pets’ distance, from nest exclosures and fenced off breeding areas.
The adult plovers, their young, and their nests and eggs are well-camouflaged and can accidentally be harmed. Even
if a dog is not intentionally pursuing the piping plovers, the disturbance may cause the adults to abandon nests.
3) Pick up food waste and garbage.
Left behind food scraps can attract predators such as, raccoons, foxes, crows, and gulls.
4) Do not operate vehicles on beaches with nesting Piping Plovers.
Vehicles can disturb Piping Plovers, and destroy nests or chicks. Vehicles can also cause damage to the beach and
dune habitat, decreasing its natural erosion control and resistance to extreme tides.
5) Report people disturbing the birds and their nest areas.
If their actions seem deliberate, notify local police at 631-537-7575. Disrupting the nests is against the law and can be
fined for up to $25,000 or six months of jail time.
6) Become informed and inform others!

Please report any plover observations, damaged or fallen fencing posts and signs, or piping plover related
concerns to: SKlein@ehamptonny.gov
ACCURATE IDENTIFICATION
Piping plovers are often confused with Sanderlings, a similar looking shorebird species. This confusion can lead
individuals to believe that there is a greater abundance of piping plovers than there actually is. There are a few key
differences to tell them apart.

Adult piping plovers have a distinctive black band around their neck and between their eyes. Sanderlings have a longer
beak and darker coloring feathers than the sand/dull gray colored piping plover. The piping plover also has bright
orange long legs. In terms of foraging behavior; sanderlings chase the tide line, running and pecking quickly, in larger
flocks eating invertebrates, while piping plovers can be seen foraging alone or with their chicks closer to the wrack
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line for invertebrates. Proper identification of these birds enable the public and town to make accurate assessments
of their population abundance.
LEAST TERN MANAGEMENT AND PRODUCTIVITY
Least terns nest in colonies and often share nesting habitat with piping plovers. If least tern nests are located outside
of protected piping plover areas, additional areas of string fencing are installed or fencing is extended for their
protection. Their numbers are estimated for productivity counts each season.

Colonies help provide their nests and young with protection in numbers as adults dive-bomb intruders and potential
predators in close proximity to their nest sites. Terns arrive on their breeding grounds in late-April to mid-May and
begin to lay eggs by late-May.
Nests may contain 1-3 eggs, and are protected by installing symbolic fencing around nesting areas to keep pedestrians
and vehicles at a safe distance. When least tern young hatch, they are able to move around, but generally stick to the
upper beach where adults provide their young with food. Least tern young usually fledge within 20 days and depart
for their wintering grounds with the adults by the end of August or early September.
Sites where least terns attempted nesting (during and outside of the LICWA Survey period) include: Georgica Pond,
Atlantic Double Dunes Beach, Napeague Beach, Sammy’s Beach, Louse Point and Lionhead/Kings Point.
Approximate pair and fledge numbers for all active sites are outlined as follows:
Georgica Pond: 40 Pairs, 12 Fledges
Atlantic Double Dunes East (USFWS): 5 Pairs, 2 Fledges
Napeague Beach: 4 Pairs, 2 Fledges
Sammy’s Beach: 36 Pairs, 12 Fledges
Louse Point: 15 Pairs, 5 Fledges
Lionhead/King’s Point: 5 Pairs, 4 Fledges
Total: 105 Pairs, 37 Fledges
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SEABEACH AMARANTH PROTECTION
Seabeach amaranth is an annual coastal plant that is listed as threatened under Federal and New York State law. It is
found between the toe of dune and high tide mark, often sharing its habitat with the piping plovers and least tern
colonies on sandy ocean beaches. Seabeach amaranth can facilitate the growth of beaches by helping to trap windblown sand which assists in the protection of dunes on ocean beaches. Germination takes place from April through
July, and flowering begins as soon as the plant has reached a sufficient size, generally in June or July. Seed production
begins in July, peaks in September and ends when the plant dies. As an annual plant, seabeach amaranth must be able
to survive its entire growing season in order to set seed for the following year.

Seabeach Amaranth (Amaranthus pumilus) photo courtesy of USFWS.

The most prominent threat to seabeach amaranth is a loss of suitable habitat due to an increased rate of erosion, often
caused by the installation of groins, jetties, bulkheads, rock revetments and other artificial forms of beach stabilization.
Sea level rise is also a major factor, especially in area where human development exists close to shoreline which
prevents the natural migration of beaches landward. Off-road vehicles also pose a significant threat during the growing
season, especially in areas with heavy vehicular use. As its fleshy stems are brittle, even minor off-road vehicle traffic
can be detrimental to plants, resulting in mortality or reduced seed production. In order to be removed from the US
Fish and Wildlife Service list of federally protected species, the plant must exist in at least six of the states within its
historic range and a minimum of 75 percent of the sites with suitable habitat within each state must be occupied by
populations for ten consecutive years. Although adequate suitable habitat is available, no populations of seabeach
amaranth were located on any of East Hampton Town’s beaches this season.
SEABEACH KNOTWEED PROTECTION
Seabeach knotweed is a coastal annual plant found mostly on rocky bay beaches and occasionally on ocean beaches,
located above the mean high tide line, and often in clusters where a storm high tide may have deposited seeds.
Considered a rare plant in New York State, it is found on East Hampton beaches from June through October and
faces many of the same threats as seabeach amaranth. Flowering and setting of seed occurs in late summer into early
fall.
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A single seabeach knotweed (Polygonum glaucum) plant partially gone to seed at Louse Point.

Seabeach amaranth and seabeach knotweed are often found within protected piping plover or least tern nesting areas.
All six bay beaches contained colonies of seabeach knotweed. The westernmost management areas including Sammy’s
Beach, Maidstone Beach, Lionhead Beach and Kings Point contained the densest populations. Smaller populations
were located at Louse Point.
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TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON PIPING PLOVER NEST OVERVIEW
Site Name/Nest Attempt

Date
Nest
found

# of
eggs Total #
Complete
Exclosed
when of eggs
Date
found

Hatch
# of
25 Day
Date Chicks

35
Day

# of
Fledges

12-Jul

2

22-Jun 2-Jul

2

Lionhead 1a

7-May

2

4

Y

9-May

7-Jun

2

S ammy's 6a

9-May

4

4

N

1-May

28-May

2

2-Jul

S ammy's 2a

9-May

4

4

N

1-May

28-May

0

N/A

N/A

0

S ammy's 1a

9-May

2

4

N

11-May

7-Jun

3

2-Jul

12-Jul

0

S ammy's 3a

9-May

2

4

N

11-May

7-Jun

3

2-Jul

12-Jul

0

Atlantic Double Dunes West 1a

9-May

1

4

N

13-May

9-Jun

0

4-Jul

14-Jul

0

Atlantic Double Dunes West 2a

9-May

1

4

N

13-May

9-Jun

4

4-Jul

14-Jul

4

Kings Point (Clearwater Beach) 1a

9-May

4

4

N

1-May

28-May

2

Napeague West (Beach Hampton) 1a

10-May

3

4

N

10-May

6-Jun

0

22-Jun 2-Jul
N/A

N/A

0

Napeague West (Truck Beach) 1a

10-May

2

4

N

12-May

8-Jun

3

3-Jul

13-Jul

2

Maidstone 1a

18-May

4

4

N

9-May

5-Jun

0

N/A

N/A

0

Maidstone 2a

18-May

1

N/A

N

22-May

18-Jun

0

N/A

N/A

0

Georgica Pond (west) Nest 1a

24-May

1

4

N

31-May

27-Jun

0

22-Jul 1-Aug

0

Georgica Pond (east) Nest 2a

24-May

1

4

N

31-May

27-Jun

1

22-Jul 1-Aug

1

Main Beach 1a

29-May

4

4

N

16-May

12-Jun

3

7-Jul

3

22-Jul 1-Aug

17-Jul

2

Two Mile Hollow 1a

29-May

2

4

N

31-May

27-Jun

3

Atlantic Double Dunes West 4a

29-May

4

4

N

14-May

10-Jun

N/A

Louse Point Nest 1a

29-May

4

4

N

22-May

18-Jun

2

Georgica Pond (east) Nest 3a

30-May

4

4

N

30-May

26-Jun

0

Georgica Beach (west) Nest 1a

30-May

3

3

N

30-May

26-Jun

0

N/A

N/A

0

4-Jun

3

4

N

4-Jun

1-Jul

0

N/A

N/A

0

Napeague West (Beach Hampton) 1b
Wainscott Pond (east) Nest 1a

N/A

N/A

13-Jul 23-Jul
N/A

N/A

1
0
0
0

29-May

2

4

N

1-Jun

28-Jun

0

N/A

N/A

0

Napeague East (OC) 1a

4-Jun

N/A

N/A

N

N/A

N/A

0

N/A

N/A

0

Napeague East (OC) 2a

4-Jun

4

4

N

21-May

17-Jun

0

N/A

N/A

0

Napeague East (E of OC) 3a

4-Jun

4

4

N

21-May

17-Jun

0

N/A

N/A

0

Atlantic Double Dunes West 3a

N/A

N/A

N/A

N

N/A

N/A

3

N/A

N/A

0

19-Jun

4

4

Y

18-Jun

15-Jul

4

9-Aug

N/A

0

S ammy's 4a

N/A

N/A

N/A

N

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

0

S ammys's 5a

21-Jun

4

4

N

N/A

N/A

4

N/A

N/A

2

S ammys 2b

21-Jun

3

3

N

N/A

9-Jul

3

3-Aug 13-Aug

0

Georgica Pond (east) 4a

22-Jun

4

4

N

4-Jun

1-Jul

1

26-Jul 5-Aug

2

Georgica Beach (west) 2a

11-Jul

N/A

N/A

N

4-Jun

1-Jul

1

26-Jul 5-Aug

1

Georgica Beach (east) 1b

Atlantic Double Dunes East (US FWS )

22-Jun

2

N/A

N

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

0

Maidstone 2b

3-Jul

4

4

N

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

0

Louse Point 2a

3-Jul

3

3

N

22-Jun

19-Jul

3

N/A

N/A

0

N/A

N/A

Napeague East (OC) 1b

10-Jul

3

3

N

N/A

N/A

2

Main Beach 2b

10-Jul

N/A

N/A

N

N/A

4-Jul

4

Georgica Beach 1c

16-Jul

1

N/A

N

N/A

N/A

N/A

LEGEND
Nest Lost
Nest Hatched but Fate of Young Unknown
S uccessful Nest - Fledged
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29-Jul 8-Aug
N/A

N/A

0
0
0

